
BRAIN INJURY DIAGNOSIS ACTIVITY

Read the following scenarios and diagnose each patients brain injury based upon their symptoms.

CASE ONE

It was Friday the 13th and Janice was being especially careful as she walked down a busy downtown street. She stepped out on the street to avoid a ladder and was suddenly hit by a city bus. The paramedics arrived to find Janice without a heart beat and not breathing. They immediately gave her CPR but there was still no pulse. Which part of the brain was damaged? 

ANSWER:

EXTRA CREDIT: What is the nemonic device used in the Psych File youtube video to remember this part?

CASE TWO

At eight o’clock on a Saturday night Bruno was waiting for his big UFC fight. He raised his hands to greet the crowds. For about ten minutes of his time he would have the glory of winning the match and a ton of money. In the middle of the first round, Bruno caught an unexpected punch that snapped back his head. Before he knew what hit him he was lying on the mat unconscious. Bruno never regained consciousness and remained in a coma for his entire life. Bruno’s chances of coming out of the coma are very slim due to brain damage in one specific area. What part of the brain was damaged?

ANSWER:

EXTRA CREDIT: What is the nemonic device used in the Psych File youtube video to remember this part?

CASE THREE

Sara was a famous ballet dancer in New York City. She performed on stage all the time and was credited with having perfect style and grace. One morning, while practicing before a show, Sara’s partner lifted her up into the air. Unfortunately the lift did not go as planned and he dropped Sara causing her to land on her head. Sara was rushed to the hospital and the doctors claimed that there appeared to be no significant injuries. Sara went back to dancing the next week but was unable to complete the moves she had before. She was constantly tripping over herself and falling over. She went back to the hospital and the doctor said it appeared that she had damaged what part of her brain?

ANSWER:

EXTRA CREDIT: What is the nemonic device used in the Psych File youtube video to remember this part?

CASE FOUR

Sharon has never told anyone her biggest fear. She is terrified that she might be part werewolf because of very strange things that have started happening to her. She has sexual desires that she can barely restrain. Some days she goes from restaurant to restaurant eating 4 to 8 meals a day. She often will go to water fountains and drink for 15 minutes at a time. Some days she will feel great love for her boyfriend and then other times she hates his guts. She is often happy and then suddenly angry. Sharon went to the doctors and they said that she had a tumor on her ___________ which was limiting it from performing its regular functions.

ANSWER:

EXTRA CREDIT: What is the nemonic device used in the Psych File youtube video to remember this part?

CASE FIVE

Sam was getting off an elevator when he dropped an important folder. As he reached down to pick it up, the elevator doors closed and squeezed his head between them. Ever since the elevator door accident Sam has not been the same. For example, he goes to the same video store several times a week and always hands the clerk the same note with the word, Batman, on it. The clerk always asks, “Have you ever seen Batman before?” Sam always shakes his head and replies, “No, it’s the first time. Is it any good?” The clerk always replies, “It’s really great. You’ll love it.” Even though Sam has rented Batman several times, he has no recollection of the incident. Which part of the brain has Sam damaged?

ANSWER:

EXTRA CREDIT: What is the nemonic device used in the Psych File youtube video to remember this part?

CASE SIX

It is your freshman year of college and since you do not know anyone going to the same school as you you’re assigned a roommate. When you enter your new room you find that Harry, your new roommate, has scattered his things all over the floor, beds, desks and chairs. When you ask Harry to clean up the mess, he gets incredibly angry and yells, “Go to hell!” The next minute he is smiling and saying, “I’m sorry; I’ll clean it up” You watch as Harry picks up his things and moves them around the room but he can’t figure out how to organize his things. You’re really mad now and shout, “Get this stuff cleaned up NOW!” To your surprise Harry starts to cry and explains that he cannot seem to plan and organize or get things done right. Just then, Harry’s father walks in and explains that when Harry was a youngster part of his brain was damaged in a skiing accident which limits his cognitive functioning. What part of Harry’s brain was damaged?

ANSWER:

CASE SEVEN

Jon loves to ride his bike on the weekends. He rides all over town sometimes covering 100 miles on the weekend. This past weekend Jon was riding his bike and went to cross an intersection when a car came out of nowhere and hit him. Jon was not wearing a helmet and smacked his head on the pavement. He appeared to be okay and went back to school on Monday like usual. When Jon arrived in his Algebra class he thought he was overly prepared for the test since he had been studying for a week before that. Jon found that while reading the questions he was unable to comprehend the mathematical part, which had been so easy to him before. What part of his brain was damaged?ANSWER:

CASE EIGHT

Harry was always one to accept a dare and this new dare seemed like fun. All he had to do was put on roller blades and skate backwards for 100 feet. Harry put on the skates, stood up and moved forward. Harry then had to try to move backwards by turning 180 degrees on his skates. He tried to twist his body and turn his feet but everything got tangled up and he fell over backwards with the back of his head hitting the concrete. When Harry slowly sat up, he rubbed his head and wondered why he was seeing stars and had blurred vision. What part of Harry’s brain did he temporarily disrupt?

ANSWER:

CASE NINE

Susie was a very healthy, happy baby except that she was born deaf. She had no other sensory or motor problems. When Susie was 18, a neurosurgeon discussed her having a new experimental brain operation that would restore her hearing. Susie agreed to have the surgery and it was successful. After a two-week recovery period, the wires were connected to the simulator. The simulator was turned on and for the first time in her life Susie was able to hear. What region of the brain, with the aid of the machine, allowed Susie to hear?

ANSWER:

CASE TEN

From the time that she was a little girl, Marci had epileptic seizures. At first the seizures were infrequent but as she grew older they became worse and doctors were no longer able to control them with medicine. By the time she was 21 she was experiencing five to six major seizures a day. Because the seizures were so frequent and so bad she chose to have a radical brain surgery called a split-brain operation. After the operation her seizures were greatly reduced. What part of the brain was split?

ANSWER:

EXTRA CREDIT: What is the nemonic device used in the Psych File youtube video to remember this part?

CASE ELEVEN

Yesterday Joe and his friend Bill were out in the woods fishing. They found a quite secluded place and spent many hours there catching fish and relaxing. At the end of the day Joe and Bill had put all of their fish into a cooler to keep them fresh for the journey home. Unfortunately Bill forgot to close the lid on the cooler and a bear caught whiff of all the newly caught fish. The bear came up to the fishing area searching for the food. When Bill caught sight of the bear his heart started beating faster and he decided to run away trying to convince Joe to go with him. Joe however was unafraid of the bear and refused to leave the site with all their food. The bear ended up mauling Joe since he would not leave. What part of the brain malfunctioned causing Joe to not be afraid of the bear before he was eaten?

ANSWER:

EXTRA CREDIT: What is the nemonic device used in the Psych File youtube video to remember this part?

CASE TWELVE

Yesterday while on her way to work, Carrie, got into a horrible car accident and was rushed to the hospital. Carrie slept for many days while doctors attempted to assess the damage and the amount of injury that had occurred. Carrie had experienced severe head trauma and the doctors would not be able to assess it’s full extent until she came to. When she finally woke Carrie was unable to move any part of her body due to severe brain damage to what area?

ANSWER:

CASE THIRTEEN

Yesterday Michelle noticed her vision growing quite fuzzy while at school. By the end of the day she could no longer see anything and had gone completely blind. This morning when she woke up she went downstairs to eat breakfast and realized that she could no longer taste anything either. Michelle finally decided that her condition was serious enough to warrant a doctor but by the time she got there she could no longer see either. The doctor said there was a tumor growing on here ___________ ____________, causing her to lose here senses.

ANSWER:

CASE FOURTEEN

Yesterday Quinn was at football practice getting ready for the big game on Friday night. Since Quinn is the quarterback he is supposed to relay plays to the whole team. Unfortunately when Quinn tries to speak he is unable to form a comprehensible sentence and ends up talking about several different things that make no sense to his teammates. Quinn was tackled very hard just minutes before they were to run a new play and damaged a part of his brain controlling speech, what is it?

ANSWER:

CASE FIFTEEN

Mrs. Apple reads to her third grade students every Wednesday for Reading day. Mrs. Apple picked out a book about telling time. This Wednesday is different than other Wednesday’s though because Mrs. Apple seems unable to comprehend the written words and make sense of the story even though she prides herself on being a very good reader. Mrs. Apple was concerned about her lack of comprehension and decides to go to the doctor. The doctor says that it sounds like Mrs. Apple has somehow damaged here __________ but she will need further testing.

ANSWER:


